BATTLE OF THE WITS

under Bacon and Locke, editions of whose works lie was
then bringing out. These leaders, whose faces the enemy
has never seen, Sir Alexander counts among Ms staunchest
friends.

The allied army assembles on a morning before the
Universal Eegister Office, the headquarters of the eom-
mander-in-chief, to receive directions for the capture of
the town. General Millar easily disperses detachments of
the enemy sent from Grub Street to guard the most eminent
printing-houses. Indeed, the cowards all take to their heels
on the approach of his forces, except two small bodies under
the command of "Peeragrin Puckle" and "Roderick Ran-
dom, " who offer some slight resistance until they hear that
their flank is in danger from a fresh army led by " a younger
brother of General Thomas Jones." Panic-stricken by the
rumour, they tumble over one another in precipitate flight.
Other bodies of Sir Alexander's troops march to the coffee-
houses, at all of which, except the Bedford, the gates fly
open to welcome them. David Garrick and James Lacy,
Esqs., the managers of Drury Lane, appear at headquarters
and humbly present the commander-in-chief with the keys
of their theatre; but he returns them into the hands of
Mr. Garrick, the best actor the world has ever produced.
The generalissimo inquires pleasantly after the different
members of the great actor's company, especially after
Miss Bellamy, who was, he declares, "not only one of the
best actresses, but one of the finest women of her age." In
the course of the conversation, Sir Alexander says several
kind things of Mr. Rich of Covent Garden, praising his
genius in pantomime, and expresses some wonder at Ms
absence. It is explained to him that Mr. Rich would doubt-
less have made his appearance long before this, had he not
been detained by the enemy.

Only the Bedford Coffee-House, where Rich was shut up,
was disposed to defy Sir Alexander's army. The general
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